NEH Summer Housing/Eating Options and Other Information

The housing/meal options are as follows:

A. You may live in a comfortable, single-accommodation dormitory room sharing bathroom and shower with just one or at most, two other persons, for $35.00/day (approx. $1200 for the duration of the seminar). This includes all ordinary uses of Colgate facilities: library, athletic areas, pool, tennis courts, etc. Also, you may rent a set of linens and three towels for $8.00. You would be responsible for laundering them. (Of course, you may bring your own.) There are laundry facilities in the dormitory, as well as several spacious lounge areas and some meeting rooms. The dorms in question are right on campus, within a few minutes walk of the classroom buildings and the main library. The only cooking facility is a microwave and there is a full-size refrigerator. Persons who choose this option would need to take meals at the University dining hall or take meals ‘out’ or arrange to cook with someone living in a residence with a full kitchen.

B. You may live in a large house owned by the University. The house is a ‘theme’ house during the academic year, a place where several students with common interests live together. Inside, the house has single rooms and common bathrooms, and large, complete kitchen facilities. The house in question is like a quite large residence—a good-looking edifice within a few minutes walk of the center of the campus, arranged dormitory-style inside; (halls with about six or eight rooms on each floor). This option includes complete kitchen facilities but involves sharing a bathroom with more people than dormitory-option A. The cost will be the same as option A, and will include use of University facilities. Same arrangement with regard to linens and towels.

C. If you are interested in pursuing rental possibilities through a local landlord, you may do so, by contacting the following landlords. [names and numbers will be provided soon] This gives you more privacy but may also locate you a little further from campus. Keep in mind that if you choose to live off-campus there will be a charge of about $20.00/day for use of University facilities (as indicated above in the breakdown of on-campus housing charges). 
The town is small and nearly everything is within walking distance. Even off-campus properties are likely to be within a half-mile of campus. There is a large, new supermarket a bit more than one mile from campus, and there is a smaller but still full-service supermarket right in town, easily walkable from campus. Parking on campus is generally plentiful during summer and is free. You would just need to register with Campus Safety so they know you will have a car on campus.

There is adequate space in the dormitory for all members of the group to live there, eight persons per floor. If you wish to live in a ‘theme’ house, that option will be available as long as at least four or five people choose it. It would probably not be a good idea to have just a couple of people living apart from the rest of the group. In either case, because the rooms are single-occupancy, you will have privacy. If you choose to take meals in the University dining hall the prices are as follows: 

Meal Prices: For about $25.00/day you may have three meals at the dining hall. You may purchase a meal card to simplify paying. You may put as much money on the card as you like, and swipe the card whenever you use it. Or you may pay cash. Meals are likely to cost about $5.00/B, $8.50/L, $12.00/D. Or, as indicated above, those living in a ‘theme’ house can cook there, and refrigerate and freeze foods there. Others who wish to eat there may do so, even if living in a dorm. The dorm and the ‘theme’ house will be about a ten-minute walk apart. If you do live in a theme house and do your own cooking, there will be some group meals for which you will be charged, such as the barbecue and the final party. This is awkward but is necessary to be fair to all. 

Other Relevant Information: Colgate will do its utmost to house seminar participants at a distance from whatever youth summer-programs are being held at the University. During summer there are music and athletic camps but seminar participants will not be sharing housing with any of those groups though they may be in adjacent buildings at least part of the time. 

The main library underwent extensive renovation recently and there are several comfortable places to read and write. The library will not be open late into the evening during the summer. 

There will be an NEH Summer Seminar for College and University Teachers at Colgate, overlapping our seminar for the first four weeks. Institute participants may be living in some of the same housing as seminar participants and the two groups will get together for some informal social occasions. That should be a good way to meet some people and find others with like interests, with whom to share some free time, if you wish. 

Colgate owns an excellent golf course (and there is good food in the clubhouse) about a mile from campus. You may play the course for the faculty/staff rate by showing a Colgate Summer ID card.

If you will be living in any of the university-owned residences you will probably want to bring at least a lamp or two so that you have adequate lighting for reading and writing. The dormitories are not air-conditioned but they should be quite comfortable. It usually cools off quite a bit at night here. You may want to bring a fan.

The area’s community hospital is in Hamilton, within walking distance of the campus. There are two pharmacies in town, and there are dentists in town as well as a number of medical specialists at the hospital. 

Kosher food is available but in a very limited range. There is a natural-foods store right in town. There are several pizza restaurants and four or five other restaurants (including a very informal Chinese restaurant, a sushi restaurant, a Mexican restaurant, and a delicatessen). The town is not rich with high-quality eating establishments, but there are several within easy driving range

When you contact me, please let us know which of the housing/meals options is of most interest to you. At this early stage it is not necessary to secure definite preferences but it will be helpful to have an idea of what is of most interest to potential applicants/participants. 

