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COVE: Alternative Spring Break Trip Application
March 14-20, 2010
Please complete the following application as thoroughly as possible and either submit it via email to cove@mail.colgate.edu  or return it to the COVE, East Hall. Contact Rachel Bernstein at the COVE with any questions by calling (315) 228-6877 or emailing rbernstein@colgate.edu.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 4 PM ON FRIDAY, November 20, 2009.
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________


First


             Last




MI

Local Address (CU Box #, residence):___________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________
                         Email: ______________________________

Student ID#________________________                         Female_____   Male_____   Other gender______
Class Year:__________________ 
                         Major Concentration:_________________________

Permanent Home Address:____________________________________________________________________

Available Trips:
Community building in Oglala Lakota Nation on Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota: Re-Member is a non-profit organization that works with the Oglala Lakota Nation on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in southwestern South Dakota. Established in 1998, Re-Member seeks to improve the quality of life of those living on the Reservation through relationships, shared resources, and volunteer services. Volunteers throughout the country travel to Pine Ridge to rebuild relationships, homes, and lives of those living there.  A week there will help the organization develop and enlarge its growing circle of advocates who are willing to stand in solidarity with the Lakota people on Pine Ridge. Volunteers will help re-build and repair homes in this impoverished community, while learning about the Lakota culture.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn about our country’s treatment of the Native people in the past years and repair the broken pieces of this relationship.
Habitat for Humanity in New Bern, North Carolina:  New Bern, population 25,000 is currently in the process of building a diverse community of 12 homes. Three of these 12 homes will be owned by former political refugees from Burma and Vietnam. New Bern is located at the junction of two major rivers and is one hour away from the coast. There is a lot of support for Habitat and the community has been very supportive of student volunteer groups in the past.

Income-generation in Hato Mayor, Dominican Republic: The Juana Saltitopa Women’s group is made up of 160 women from three rural communities in the Hato Mayor province.  The founders began the group over five years ago in an effort to help organize responses to the many needs of low-income women living in these communities.  These women, many of which are single mothers, needed a way by which they could voice their concerns among decision makers and mobilize solutions to the problems they face in their communities.  These problems include: limited employment opportunities, lack of education, poor housing and teen pregnancy.  The Juana Saltitopa Women’s group was constituted to help members improve their overall quality of life, by helping to facilitate training and income-generation opportunities. As volunteers, you would be helping to strengthen the institutional structure of the Juana Saltitopa Women’s Group by conducting workshops on income-generation and a community needs assessment to begin to prioritize other types of projects to improve access to health services, education and housing.

Please note: The Chaplains Office will also be hosting 2 service trips over spring break. For information on the CJU trip to New York City please contact dlevy@colgate.edu and for information on the University Church trip to Harmons, Jamaica contact apatchen@students.colgate.edu/. 
Please rank your trip preference (1 being the highest, 3 the lowest). If you do not have a preference, write “no preference.”

______Hato Mayor, Dominican Republic

______Oglala Lakota Nation, South Dakota
______Habitat for Humanity in New Bern, NC

Is there any particular destination(s) in which you would not or could not participate? 

No_____
Yes/Explain___________________________________________________________________

Have you ever participated in an Alternative Break program before?    Yes ______    No______

Destination(s):____________________________
Year(s):__________

Do you have a van license?   Yes______      No______

If not, would you be willing to get one?  Yes______     No______
Do you have a valid U.S. passport?   Yes______      No______
Financial Aid (Please note: A student’s financial need will not impact the selection process and participants of all trips will need to do some pre-departure fundraising to cover the cost of their participation.)

Are you currently receiving financial aid towards Colgate tuition?     Yes_______
     No_______

Have you received financial aid for an Alternative Break trip in the past?     Yes_______
     No_______
Will you be requesting financial aid for participation in this trip?     Yes______     No______
Time Commitment: In order to be considered, you must be willing and able to participate in several pre-departure meetings /orientation sessions.  Are you willing and able?
Yes______
No______ 

Essay Questions
Please answer each question in approximately 50-100 words on a separate sheet of paper.

1.) Why do you wish to participate in the trip that you ranked first? What do you hope to gain from the experience?

2.) Please describe your past service experience. How have your experiences prepared you for this trip? What skills do you have that you can contribute to this group and project?

3.) How do you plan to bring what you learn on your trip back to Colgate’s campus? 

4.) What apprehensions do you have about participating in this trip? Explain how a past experience has prepared you to deal with these challenges.

5.) What does social justice mean to you? Describe one social issue you are passionate about.
Signature








     Date
